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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Final Rejection 
Response to Amendment 

It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received 
and placed on record in the file: Amendment as received on 07-31-2004. 

Claims 1-18 have been examined. 
Status of Claims: 

Claims 1-3, 5-10, and 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Arcuri etal., Patent #6,121,968, hereinafter Arcuri. 

Claims 4 and 11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Arcuri and Siefert et al., Patent #5,726,688, hereinafter Siefert. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-10, and 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Arcuri etal., Patent #6,121,968, hereinafter Arcuri. 

3. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches a method of adapting a user 
interface for simplifying use of a consumer electronic device, comprising the 
steps of: initially configuring a display on the user interface with a plurality of 
features of the consumer electronic device, Arcuri teaches, in column 2, lines 9- 
21, dynamically changing a set of executable commands, in which the 
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commands initially take the form of a short menu. With regard to claim 1 , further 
teaching monitoring usage of each of the plurality of features by the user of the 
consumer electronic device, and the monitoring step generating usage statistics 
on a user-by-user basis based on the monitored usage, Arcuri teaches, in 
column 2, lines 23-34, the collection, and use of usage information in providing 
adaptive user interfaces that each meet the personal needs of the user. With 
regard to claim 1 , further teaching adapting the plurality of features on the basis 
of the usage, Arcuri teaches, in column 2, lines 19-29, adapting features based 
on stored usage statistics. With regard to claim 1 , further teaching reconfiguring 
the display with the adapted plurality of features, Arcuri teaches, in column 2, 
lines 19-42, generating a display of the usage based menus. 

4. With regard to claims 2 and 9, which teach the adapting step adding 
features to the plurality of features when the generated statistics indicate the user 
has achieved a predetermined level of proficiency, Arcuri teaches, in column 2, 
lines 19-29 and in column 7, line 51 through column 8, line 9, specific features 
being added based on the users continued usage of specific elements. 

5. With regard to claims 3 and 10, which teach the adapting step removing 
features from the plurality of features when the generated statistics indicate the 
user infrequently accesses the features to be removed, Arcuri teaches, in column 
2, lines 19-29 and in column 4, lines 59-64, the user removing items because of 
the limited usage of the particular item. 

6. With regard to claims 5 and 12, which teach the user manually adapting 
the plurality of features for display, Arcuri teaches, in column 1, lines 46-51 and 
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in column 1 1 , lines 30-35, the user manually being able to edit the displayed 
features. 

7. With regard to claims 6 and 1 7, which teach the step of prompting the user 
to enable the adapting step, thereby placing the user interface into a learning 
mode, Arcuri teaches, in column 3, lines 25-31 and in column 17, lines 19-31, the 
step of checking to see if a particular bit is set that allows for a certain usage 
areas to be analyzed. 

8. With regard to claims 7 and 1 8, which teach the step of prompting the user 
to enable the adapting step, thereby placing the user interface into a simplifying 
mode, Arcuri teaches, in column 3, lines 25-31 , the step of determining if the 
usage information should be analyzed. 

9. With regard to claim 8, which teaches an adaptable user interface for 
simplifying user of a consumer electronic device, comprising: initially configuring 
a display on the user interface with a plurality of features of the consumer 
electronic device, Arcuri teaches, in column 2, lines 9-21 , dynamically changing a 
set of executable commands, in which the commands initially take the form of a 
short menu. With regard to claim 8, further teaching input means for inputting 
commands corresponding to the displayed plurality of features, Arcuri teaches, in 
column 6, lines 43-60, input means for providing the basic interface between the 
computer and the user. With regard to claim 8, further teaching monitoring 
usage of each of the plurality of features by the user of the consumer electronic 
device, and the monitoring step generating usage statistics on a user-by-user 
basis based on the monitored usage, Arcuri teaches, in column 2, lines 23-34, 
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the collection, and use of usage information in providing adaptive user interfaces 
that each meet the personal needs of the user. With regard to claim 8, further 
teaching adapting the plurality of features on the basis of the usage, Arcuri 
teaches, in column 2, lines 19-29, adapting features based on stored usage 
statistics. With regard to claim 8, further teaching reconfiguring the display with 
the adapted plurality of features, Arcuri teaches, in column 2, lines 19-42, 
generating a display of the usage based menus. 

10. With regard to claim 13, which teaches the electronic device being a set 
top box, Arcuri teaches, in column 6, line 43-60, the system being a satellite dish 
system, which is known in the art to comprise a set top box usually controlled by 
a remote. 

13. With regard to claim 14, which teaches the input means being integrated 
into a consumer electronic device, Arcuri teaches, in column 6, line 43-60, input 
means coupled to an electronic device. 

14. With regard to claim 15, which teaches input means being a remote 
control for use with the electronic device, Arcuri teaches, in column 6, line 43-65, 
the input device being a microphone, a key pad, a touch sensor, a joystick, a 
game pad, a satellite dish, a scanner, or the like, Arcuri further goes on to teach 
a remote peer device. 

15. With regard to claim 16, which teaches the input means being integrated 
with the display, Arcuri teaches, in column 6, line 43-65, the input device being 
connected to a monitor. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

17. Claims 4 and 1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Arcuri and Siefert et al., Patent #5,726,688, hereinafter Siefert. 

1 8. With regard to claims 4 and 1 1 , Arcuri teaches, a system which changes 
the commands displayed to the user based on usage information (see column 2, 
lines 9-21), but doesn't specifically mention prompting the user to accept or reject 
changes to the displayed features. Siefert teaches a system for modifying the 
features displayed to a user based on usage information (see column 2, lines 15- 
30), but further teaches providing the user with an option to change the menu to 
reflect usage (see column 2, line 55 through column 3, line 8). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Arcuri and 
Siefert before him at the time the invention was made to modify the adaptable 
display system of Arcuri to include the confirmation screen, as did Siefert. One 
would have been motivated to make such a combination because this would 
provide a user that has been using an application for a focused function different 
from it's normal use to be able to retain the most frequently used set of features. 
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Response to Arguments 

19. The arguments filed on 07-31-2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Reasons set forth below. 

20. The applicants' argue that Acuri doesn't teach a menu being expanded 
based on features of the short menu or using statistics based on usage. 

21 . In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Acuri teaches, in 
column 4, lines 41-51, a short menu having an expanded form (long menu) 
where usage information is used to adapt the short menu to the users personal 
needs. Acuri further teaches, in column 4, lines 52-67, analysis of user usage to 
add or remove elements in the menu. 

22. The applicants' argue that selection of an item not on the short menu is 
the only way in Acuri to modify the short menu, whereas in claim 1 , the user 
interface is modified based on statistics gleaned from usage of features on the 
user interface itself. 

23. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Acuri further teaches, 
in column 4, lines 52-67, the analysis of user usage to add or remove elements in 
the menu, where the menu used for adaptation is part of the Ul. 

24. The applicants' argue that the features of Acuri appear always enabled. 

25. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Acuri teaches, in 
column 17, lines 19-31, the setting of Allow_Decay bit, where setting the bit to "1" 
analyzes usage and setting the bit to "0" does not analyze usage. 
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Conclusion 

26. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

27. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

28. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - 
Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

29. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571 ) 272-4048. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/054,463 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 2173 

30. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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